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To: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 

GROUP ART UNIT 1754 

ATTENTION: Group Director MICHAEL BALL 

Fax No.: (703) 872-9306 

From: Tor Smeland, Esq. 

Attorney for Applicants 

Date: March 29 7 2005 

Pages: 21 (including cover page) 



Re: Request for Withdrawal of Abandonment 

AppLSer.No. 09/931,162 
Filing Date: August 17, 2001 
Applicants: MUSSMANN, L.. et al. 
Art Unit: 1745 

Transmitted Herewith : 

Request for Withdrawal of Abandonment (3 pages) 

Copy of Notice of Abandonment (3 pages) 

Copy of Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due (7 pages) 

Copy of Petition for Extension of Time filed Oct. 19, 2004 (1 page) 

Copy of Amendment and Reply to Final Office Action filed Oct 19, 2004 

(5 pages) 

Copy of Check No. 8887 for $980.00 dated Oct. 19, 2004 (1 page) 



Certificate of Transmission Under 37 CFJL 1*8 

1 hereby certify that this correspondence is being ftcsimile transmitted to the United States Patent and Trademark Office (Fax. No, 
(703) 872-9306) on the date shown below. 

(Signature) (Printed Name of Person Signing Certificate) (Date) 
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PATENT 



RECEIVED 

CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

MAR 2 9 2005 



13326US 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicant: 
Serial No.: 
Filed: 
For: 

Customer No. 



Examiner: STRICKLAND, J.N. 
Group Art Unit: 1754 . 



MUSSMANN et al 
09/931,162 
August 17, 2001 

Oxygen storage materia) based on cerium oxide, a process for its 
preparation and use 
23719 

Kalow & Springut LLP 

488 Madison Avenue, 19th Floor 

New York, New York 1 0022 



March 29, 2005 



Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

REQUEST FOR WITHDRAWAL OF ABANDONMENT 

Sir: 

This is a request for withdrawal of the Notice of Abandonment mailed on 
February 04, 2005 for this application, on the ground that the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office improperly abandoned this application. This Request includes a 
statement of the reasons that Applicant is entitled to have the Notice of Abandonment 
rescinded. The issue fee for this application is due on March 30, 2005. 



Cci-tincnttof Trnnnroimion !Jndtr37 C.F.R. IJt 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the United States Patent and Trademark Office (Fax. No. 
703-872-9306) an the date shown below. 

(Sfgnamv^) (Printed Name of Person Signing Certificate) (Date) 
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Applicant: MUSSMANN et al 

Appl. Ser.Na: 09/931,162 

Filing Date: August 17, 2001 

Request for Withdrawal of Abandonment 

March 29, 2005 

Page 2 of 3 

1 . Applicants received a Notice of Abandonment for an alleged failure to timely pay 
the issue fee and publication fee within the statutory period of three months form 
the mailing date of the Notice of Allowance. A copy of the Notice of 
Abandonment is attached hereto. 

2. The USPTO mailed a Notice of Allowance to Applicant's attorney on December 
30, 2004. The issue fee due date is March 30, 2005. 

3. The undersigned submits that in light of the issue fee due date of March 30, 2005, 
the Notice of Abandonment was improperly issued. Accordingly, Applicants 
request withdrawal of the Notice of Abandonment, 

4. Between receipt of the Notice of Abandonment and the date of this Request, the 
undersigned has made in excess of ten telephone calls to USPTO employees in 
efforts to have the Notice of Abandonment withdrawn. 

5. During one of the numerous telephone conversations with the USPTO, the 
undersigned was informed by the USPTO that the application was not abandoned 
for failure to pay the issue fee, but instead for failure to pay for an extension of 
time in connection with a response to a Final Office Action mailed on April 21, 
2004, for which a reply was due with a three-month extension of time, and 
associated fee, on October 2 1 , 2004. 

6. The undersigned attorney timely filed a reply to the Final Office Action on 
October 19, 2004, by Express Mail, with a petition for a three month extension of 
time and including a check for the $980.00 extension fee. A copy of the petition 
and the filed Amendment and Reply are attached. 
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Applicant: MUSSMANN et ai 

AppLSer. No.: 09/931,162 

Filing Date: August 17, 2001 

Request for Withdrawal of Abandonment 

March 29, 2005 

Page 3 of 3 

7. Both the petition and the Amendment and Reply requested that the USPTO 

charge Deposit Account No. 1 1-0 171 for any underpayments or fees deemed due. 

8* During one of the telephone conversations with the USPTO concerning the Notice 
of Abandonment, the USPTO informed the undersigned that the check for 
$980.00 sent with Applicants* petition and Amendment and Reply by Express 
Mail on October 21 , 2004 was returned to the USPTO for lack of funds, and that a 
notice was mailed to the Applicants' attorney. However, the files for this 
application in the undersigned's office, who is Applicants' attorney in this matter, 
do not reflect that such a notice was received. 

9. Because the reply due on October 2 1 , 2004 was timely filed on October 1 9, 2004 
together with a request to charge Deposit Account No. 1 1-0171 for any fees 
deemed due (this request was included in both the petition and the Amendment 
and Reply filed on October 19, 2004), Applicants are entitled to a withdrawal of 
the Notice of Abandonment. 

No fee is believed to be due with respect to the filing of this Request. If any additional 
fees are due, or an overpayment has been made, please charge, or credit, our Deposit 
Account No. 1 1-0171 for such sum. If the Examiner has any questions regarding the 
present application, the Examiner is cordially invited to contact Applicant's attorney at 
the telephone number provided below. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Tor Smeland 
Registration No.: 43,131 
Attorney for Applicant 



Kalow & Springut LLP 
Telephone No.: (212)813-1600 
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United States Patent and Trademark Office 



APPLICATION NO. 



FUNODATO 



0P/W t l62 



08/17/2001 



7390 



02/04/2005 



David A. Kalow 
Kalow & Springut LLP 
488 Madison Avenue 
19th Floor 

New York, NY 10022 



UNTTKO STATES DEPABTMBHT Of COMMERCE 
United States Patex* imd Tndant Office 
Addrar COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



I ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | CONTOMATiaN NO. | 



Loih&rMussmann 



3376dW039 



1475 



C 



EXAMINER 



ART UNIT 



STWCJttAND, JONAS N 

3 



PAPER NUMBER 



175* 

DATE MAILED; 02/04/2005 



J 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



K&8 PATENT DE0T 
ENTERED MltW) 
ACTION I 
DUE 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10<03) 
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Notice of Abandonment 



- The MAILING DATE of this commuiUcaton appeals on tin cover sheet with Ota correspondence address- 



Application No. 
09/931.162 


Applicants) 
MUSSMANNETAL. 


Examiner 

Jonas N. Strickland 


Art Unit 
1754 





. ), which is after the expiration <rf the 



This application is abandoned in view of: 

1 □ Applicant's failure to timely file a proper reply to the Office letter mailed on 

(a) □ A reply was received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transnfe^on dated _ 

period for reply (Including a total extension of time of . . months)) which expired »n >. 

(b) □ A proposed reply was received on . but il does not constitute a proper reply under 37 CFR 1.113 (a) to the final rejection. 

(A proper reply under 37 CFR 1-113 to a final rejection consists on»y of: (1) a timely fled amendment which places toe 
appGcaCon in condition for allowance; (2) a timely filed Notice of Appeal (with appeal fee); or (3) a timely Red Request for 
Continued Examination (RCE) in compliance with 37 CFR 1 ,1 14). 

(c) □ A reply was received on but it does not constitute a proper reply, or a bona fWe attempt at a proper reply, to the non- 

final rejection. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a) and 1.1 1 1. (See explanation in box 7 below), 

(d) □ No reply has been received. 

2. H Applicant's failure to timely pay the required issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, within the statutory period of three months 
from the mailing date of the Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85). 

(a) □ The issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, was received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated 

>, which is after the expiration of the statutory period for payment of the issue fee (and publication fee) set in the Nobce of 

Allowance (FTOL-85), 

(b) D The submitted fee of $ is insufficient A balance of $ isdue. 

The issue fee required by 37 CFR 1 .18 is S The publication fee. if required by 37 CFR 1.13(d), is $ . 

(c) □ The issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, has not been received. 

30 Applicant's failure to timely ffe corrected drawings as required by, and Within the three-month period set in, the Notice of 
ABowabflHy(PTO-37). 

(a) □ Proposed corrected drawings were received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated ), which is 

after the expiration of the period for reply. 

(b) □ No corrected drawings have been received. 

4. □ The letter of express abandonment which is signed by the attorney or agent of record, me assignee of the entire Interest, or all of 

the applicants. 

5. □ The letter of express abandonment which is signed by an attorney or agent (acting in a representative capacity under 37 CFR 

1.34(a)) upon the filing of a continuing application. 



6. □ The decision by the Board of Patent Appeals and Interference rendered on . 

of the decision has expired and there are no allowed claims. 

7, □ The reason(s) below: 



. and because the period for seeking court review 




Petitions to revive under 37 CFR 1.137(a) or (b), or requests to withdraw the holding of abandonment under 37 CFR 1.181, should be promptly Bed to 
minimize any negative effects on patent term, 



JlS. Pdtent 3n6Tndertttfk Office 
dtai /d^u rujviv 



mm{« Af AtewvtAnmMt* Part of Paoor No. 012904 
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. UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Commissioner tor Patonb 
United States Patent and Ttedemaik Office 

P.O. BOX 1460 

Alexandria, VA22»19»14&0 



In re AppBcationNo. 09/931162 
Filed: 08/17/2001 

Title of Invention: Oxygen Storage Material Based Cerium Oxide, A Process For Its Preparation 
audits Use 

Applicant: Mussmann et al. 

The Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due and the Notice of Allowability, mailed 12/20/2004, 
were mailed in error and are hereby vacated. 

Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1754 
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UNTIED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 
U&ltcd Statu Patent ind TrtOttatrk _ 

t COMMISSIONBR.FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Bo* 1430 



NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE AND FEE(S) DUE 



7590 

David A. Kaiow 
Kalow & Springut LLP 
4S8 Madison Avenue 
19th Floor 

New York, NY 10022 



12/30/2004 



EXAMINER 



STRICKLAND. JONAS N 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



1754 

•DATE MAILED: 12/30/2004 



APPLICATION NO. 



FtUNODATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



[ ATTORNEY jPOgCET NO. | CONFIRM ATtON NO. 

1475 



09/931,162 08/17/2001 LotharMussmami f$$£{p 

TITLE OF INVENTION: OXVOEN STORAGE MATERIAL BASED ON CERIUM OXIDE, A PROCESS FOR ITS PREPARATION AND ITS USE 



APPLN.TYPE 
nooptOYisioiul 



SMALL ENTITY 
NO 



j ISSUE FEE | PUBLICATION FEB | TOTAL P£E(S) QUE \ DATE DUE f 



$1400 



$300 



$1700 



03/30/2005 



THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT. 
PROSECUTION ON J ff& MERITS IS CLOSED, THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. 
THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON 
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1,313 AND MPEP 1308. 

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (CP REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN JHEEE MONTHS FROM THE 
MAILING DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. THIS 
statutory PERIOD CAN NOT BE EXTENDED- SEE 35 U.S-C. 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE 
REFLECTS A CREDIT FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE APPLIED IN THIS APPLICATION. THE PTOL-S5B (OR 
AN EQUIVALENT) MUST BE RETURNED WITHIN THIS PERIOD EVEN IF NO FEE IS DUE OR THE APPLICATION WILL 
BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. 

HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE: 

I. Review the SMALL ENTITY status shown above. 



If the SMA LL EN TITY is shown as YES, verify youx current 
SMALL ENTITY status: 

A. If the status is the same, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUB shown 
above. 

B. If Che status above is to be removed, check box 5b on Part B - 
Fee(s) Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) 
and twice the amount of the ISSUE FEE shown above, or 



If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as NO: 



A. Pay TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above, or 

B. If applicant clai med SM ALL ENTITY status before, or is now 
claiming SMALL ENTITY status, check box 5a on Part B - Fee(s) 
Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) and 1/2 
the ISSUE FEE shown above. 



TX PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL should be completed and returned to the United. States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) with 
your ISSUE FEB and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Even if the fee(s) have already been paid, Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be 
completed and returned If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b" of Part B - Fec(s) Transmittal should be 
completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted. 

m. AU communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to 
Mail Stop ISSUE FEB unless advised to the contrary. 

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dee. 12, 1930 may require payment of 
maintenance fees. It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due. 

Page 1 of 3 



PTOWS (Rev. 12/04) Approved for tbc through 04/30/2007. 
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Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), to: Mail 



or Fax 



212 813 9680 

Man stop i£»»uis riws 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 

(70S) 746-4000 



P. 09/21 



INSTRUCTIONS*. This form should be used ftr 
appropriate. All farther correspondence includ „ t 
indfcued unless concctcd below or directed otherwise in Bl 
maintenance fee notifications. 



Q the ISSUE FEB and PUBLICATION FEE Of required). Blocks 1 through $ should be completed whew 
advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as 
1, by (a) specifying a new correspcndeocc address; and/or (b) indicating & separate "FEE ADDRESS 0 for 



CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: U» Btodt 1 far w ehaafle ef adSren) 



7590 

David A. Kalow 
Kalow & Springut LLP 
498 Madison Avenue 
19th Floor 

New York, NY 10022 



12/30AOO4 



Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the 
Fce(s) Transmittal This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying 
paper*. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing; must 
have its own certificate of maflmg or ttsnsnussioa. 

Certificate of Mailing or TraDjmtafoa 
I hereby certify that this Feefs) Transmittal is bans deposited with the United 
States Postal Service with sufficient p ostag e for first class mail in an envelope 
addressed to the Mail Stop ISSUt FEK address above or heme facsimile 
transmitted to the USPTQ (703*) 746*4000, on the date indicated below. 



(efejMtate) 



| ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | CONFIRMATION NO. ~"| 



| APPLICATION NO. f FILING DATE | 



FIRST NAM ED INVENTOR 



09/931,162 OS/17/2001 Lothsr Mussmann 337WW039 147$ 

TITLE OP INVENTION; OXYGEN STORAGE MATERIA*. BASED ON CBRTUM OXIDE, A PROCESS FOR ITS PREPARATION AND ITS USE 



| APPLN.TYP6 | SMALLENTTTY | 


ISSUE FEE 


| PUBLICATION FEB 


| TOTAL FEE(S) DUE | 


DATE DUE | 


nonprovisional NO 


S1400 


$300 


$1700 


03730/2005 


| EXAMINER | 


ARTUNIT 


| CLASS-SUBCLASS 


1 




STRICKLAND, JONAS N 


1754 


502-304000 







LCjwgttf correspondence address or indication of 'Fee AddrcsS" (37 

Q Change of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence 
Address Torni PTO/SB/122) attached 

Q "Foe Address" indication (or "Fee Address* Endtcation form 
FTO/SB/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Us* of a Customer 
Namher fe rtqnirftd. 



2, For printing on the patent front page* List 

(1) the names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys 
or agents OR, alternatively, 

(2) the name of a Single fiim (haying as a member a 
registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to 
2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If do name is 
listed, no name will be printed. 



3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type) 

PLEASE NOTE: Unless 
recordation as set forth in 

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE 



PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent If an assignee ie identified below, the document has been filed far 
37CFK3.lt. Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment. 

(B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY) 



Ptefl$e check the appropriate assignee category Or categories (will opt be printed on tire patent) : Q Individual Q Corporation or other private group entity Q Government 
4a. The following foe(s) are enclosed: 4b, Payment of Pcc(s): 

□ issue Fee O A check in the amount of the fee(s) is enclosed. 

Q Publication Fee (No small entity discount permitted) Q Payment by credit card. Form PTO-2038 & attached. 

Q Advance Order * # of Copies Q The Director is hereby authorized by charge the required fee(s), or credit any overpayment to 

Deposit Account Number (enclose an extra copy of dus form). 

5. Change tn Entity Status {team status indicated above) " 

□ a. Applicant dairnsSMAlJ,ENTTr^ 1.27. Q p. Applicant is no longer claiming SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g)(2). 

TteDirector of the USPTO is requested to apply the Issue Fee and Publication Fee (if any) or to ie-fippJy airy previously paid issue fee to the application identified above. 
NOTE: The Issue Fee and Publication Fee (ureouired) will not be accepted from anyone other than the applicant a registered attorney or agent: or the aaasmee or other natty in 
mtcicst as abc^ by tr« records of the United States Patent and Tradca^ Offax. 7 ^« VW pnym 

Auflierized Signature Date 



Typed or printed name Registration No- « 



This collection of information is required by 37 CFR L31I. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) 
an raUrcexon. ConftfentoUtv is governed t>y 35 U.S,C 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, mcMding ferine, meparW and 
sobxmttmg the completed application form to the USPTO. Time win vary depending upon the individual case. Airy comments on the amount of rirac you xemure tocomolete 
» f ^ an # or ^ C3 ^° 9 . JSS^S ft" burden^should be sent to fteCfaef ^oroatxw Officer .U-S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department orConuiieroaT.O. 
/S^^y^^^^W^ SEND S C0MPLBTED F 0RMS TOTHJS ADDRESS. SEND TO: OaninHicwfor Patents, P^oTSox 14^ 

Under the Pyrworfe Reduction Act of J 995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. 



PTOL-85 (Rev. 12/04) Approved for use through 04/30/2007. OMB 0651-0033 U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OP COMMERCE 
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APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United State FttMt ao6 Trademark O0ka 

is SSSdsSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Bd 1450 

Afcwftfrfe, Vugxaia 22513-MM 



{ ATTORNOT DOCKET NO. | CONFIRMATION NO. ~] 



OS/17/2001 



7550 



I2#OftOCK 



David A. Kalow 
Kalow & Springot LLP 
48$ Madison Avenue 
19th Floor 

New York, NY 10022 



LotbarMussmann 



33766W039 



1475 



C 



EXAMINER 



ART UNIT 



STRICKLAND, JOWAS N 

1 



PAPER NUMBER 



1754 

DATE MAILED: 12/30/2004 



Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b) 

(application filed on or after May 29, 2000) 

The Patent Term Adjustment to date is 139 day($). If the issue fee is paid on the date that is three months after the 
mailing date of this notice and the patent issues on the Tuesday before the date that is 28 weeks (six and a half 
months) after the mailing date of this notice, the Patent Term Adjustment will be 139 day(s). 

If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) was filed in the above-identified application, the filing date that 
determines Patent Term Adjustment is the filing date of the most recent CPA. 

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) WEB site (http://pair.uspto,gov). 

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of 
Patent Legal Administration at (571) 272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be 
directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at (703) 305-8283. 



Page 3 of 3 

PTOL45 (Rev. 12/04) Approved for use through 04/30/2007. 
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Application No. 


Applicants) 






09/931,162 


MUSSMANMETAL. 


m. m * m mm MM * m BWm~ ~ 

Notice of Allowability 


Examiner 


Ait Unit 






Jonas N. Strickland 


1754 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover shoot with the correspondence address- 
AII clams being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS 13 (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If rxrf included 
terewM (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be marten due cou*a TWS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY !S NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from ©sue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1313 and MPEP 130a. 
1 12 This communication Is responsive to pis afterJnal amendment filed on 1Qf19M> 

2. IS) The allowed claim(s) is/are cfafms 13-25, 

3. H The drawings filed on 1? August 2001 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. H Acknowledgment is made of a daim for foreign priority under 36 U&C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) I2 All b)dSome* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

Z □ Certified copes of the priority documents have been received In Application No. . 

3, □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national! stage application from the 
International Bureau (PCTRule 17.2(a)> 
* Certified copies not received. 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted beflow. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE 

5. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAItfNER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

6. O CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets') must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-94S) attached 

1)D heretoor2)D to Paper No./MaB Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper NoTMaii Date . 

fcbnftttfne btdkJa such as the application number (sa» 37 CFR 1-S4{c)) should bo written en the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
aach sheet. Replacement thoetfs) should be labeled *uch m the header according to 37 CFR 1.121 (d)» 

7. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL 



Attachments) 

1. □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2. □ Notice of Draft person's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3. □ Information Disclosure Statements (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08), 

Paper NoTMafl Date 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 

of Biological Materia) 



5. □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

8. □ Interview Summary (PTD413), 

Papa- NoVMai Date , . 

7. □ Examiner*© Amendment/Comment 

B. E3 Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

9. □ Other . 



PAffi 11/21 1 RCVD AT 3/29/2005 5:51:27 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR;USPTO-ff XRF-1/3 ' DNIS:8729306 1 CSID:212 813 9600 1 DURATION (mm-ss):06-00«a oato mom 



MPRt29-2005 16=59 KRLOW 8, SPRINGUT LLP. 212 813 9600 P. 12/21 

■* 

Application/Control Number. 09/931,162 Page 2 

Art Unit: 1754 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . Claims 1 9-25 are allowed. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The instantly 
claimed invention is allowable over the cited prior, because the cited prior art fails to 
disclose an oxygen storage material comprising cerium oxide with at least one other 
oxide of a component selected from the group consisting of silicon and zirconium, 
wherein the cerium oxide and the other said oxide are present in the form of a mixed 
oxide, comprising preparing a hydroxidic precursor of a mixed oxide of cerium and at 
least one of silicon or zirconium by a wet-chemical process, drying the precursors at a 
temperature from 80°C to 300°C with the formation of an oxide/hydroxide/carbonate 
dried mixture, treating the dried mixture under a hydrogen-containing atmosphere at a 
temperature from 600°C to 900°C for a period of 1 to 10 hours. The instant application 
also claims wherein the oxygen storage material has a loss on ignition of more than 6 
wt% and a specific surface area of more than 1 40 rrrVg, which is not taught by the prior 
art. 

Suda et ai. discloses a catalyst for purifying exhaust gases having excellent 
purifying performance by employing a particle comprising ceria and zirconia which has 
large oxygen storage capacity and high adsorption and discharge speed (see abstract). 
Suda et al. continues to disclose wherein the oxygen storage capacity is prepared using 
a wet-chemical route, drying the precipitate at a temperature not less than 100°C. The 
element as oxide is precipitated as hydroxide or oxide (p. 6, lines 52-66). Suda et al. 
also teaches wherein the dried mixture may be further heated in a hydrogen-containing 
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Application/Control Number: 09/931,182 Page 3 

Art Unit: 1754 

atmosphere at a temperature from 800-1 300°C (p. 8, lines 25-57). Suda et al. 
continues to disclose wherein the mixed oxides may be heated in a range of 350- 
1 200°C for 5 hours (p. 1 1. lines 45-48). Suda et al. continues to teach wherein the 
specific surface area is not less than 50 rrrVg, which reads on being at least 140 nf/g 
(p. 6, lines 20-27). Suda et al. also teaches wherein the support base can be 
honeycomb-shaped, on which a noble metal is loaded, such as platinum (p. 9, lines 8- 
20). Suda et al. also teaches a weight ratio between Ce and Zr between 75/25 to 25/75 
(p. 1 5, lines 45-49). Suda et al - fails to disclose the formation of an 
oxide/hydroxide/carbonate dried mixture. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be dearly labeled "Comments on . 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jonas N. Strickland whose telephone number is 571- 
272-1359. The examiner can normally be reached on M-TH, 7:30-5:00, off 1st Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stanley Silverman can be reached on 571-272-1358. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Application/Control Number: 09/931,162 



Page 4 



Art Unit: 1754 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.usptQ.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Jonas N. Strickland 
October 29, 2004 




TECHNOLOGY CENTS* 1700 
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